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ABSTRACT:

Our beloved country Pakistan is facing a number of internal and external issues and threats
such as terrorism, sectarianism, kidnapping for ransom money, corruption and other social evils.
Wide-spread bribery is one of such evils. In order to make future of our coming generations bright,
these issues have to be tackled on urgent basis. Is there a common root cause to these issues? Do
they have a similar cure? What is it that we need to do at individual as well as societal level to over-
come these challenges? In this paper, we will try to explore this while taking ‘bribery’ as a case
study. “Bribe is a thing that a person offers to a judge (or to a person in position of power and
decision-making) or an authorized person for (undue) favor in decision, or whatever the bribe-giver
wants in return”(lbn-e-Nujaim: Albahar- Al-Raiq 2/262). Bribe is not only one of the reasons for Allah
SWT's displeasure, it is also a poison for the collective interests of nation and country. It destroys the
very basis of state’s social setup. Its consequences are extremely harmful and appear in the shape of
credulity, injustice, lawlessness, unlicensed freedom, anarchy, class differences, inferiority
complexes, restlessness and killing of merit etc. This is the reason that holy prophet (Peace be upon
him) 2 declared: “there is curse of God on a person who offers, accepts or deals with bribery”
(Musnad-e- Ahmed, hadith No 22762). There is no doubt that every government in Pakistan has
made certain efforts to stop the wide-spread of bribery from time to time, but no satisfactory results
have been achieved in this regard so far. The reason of this repeated failure of governments’ efforts
is lack of attention to the root causes. If root causes are not identified and eliminated, this unwanted
and widespread bush would grow-back again irrespective of how many times and effort is made to
cut it. Same goes true for all social evils. Hence the actual need for removal of this societal disease
i.e. bribery is to discover the basic causes, and after a thorough and critical study of these causes,
implementation of its acceptable solution in the light of Islamic teachings. This paper is an effort to
find out the reasons for bribery and suggest its solutions.
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